Synopsis of Scenes

The action takes place in the drawing room on the first floor of a four-story house in a gloomy unfashionable part of London.  10 November 1895

Act I 
“The rather terrifying darkness of the late afternoon – the zero hour, as it were, before the feeble dawn of gaslight and tea” - Patrick Hamilton
Interval

Act II
The same day and time

Act III
[denoted by a short black out].  11pm the same evening


The Cast (in order of appearance)

Nick Heape
Mr Jack Manningham


Anne Reeve
Mrs Bella Manningham 
 

Ann Ottaway
Elizabeth, the housekeeper 
 

Georgie Willis
Nancy, the house maid


Colin Clare
Inspector Rough


Jonny White
Policeman

Tom Horsington
Policeman (Thurs, Sat)


Sam Kelly
Policeman (Fri)


The Crew
Director: David Reeve
Production: Jonny White
Continuity: Peter Wheeler
Lighting: Chris Barnes
Hair stylist: Sam Kelly

Backstage: Tom Horsington, Jonny White and Sam Kelly

Front of House: Jane and Vince Jones, Laura Smith and Lindsey Maton
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Shoelrees

Quality Shoe Repairs & Keysmiths
Large Selection of Leather Goods
Antler, Carlton, Luggage Stockists.

Proprietors: MJ & JF Holbrook
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     Interested in Joining Dorchester Drama?
We hope you enjoy our production tonight.  Dorchester Drama always welcomes new members, both on stage and behind the scenes. For more information about Dorchester Drama please see:


Our website WWW.Dorchesterdrama.org.uk


 Facebook: Dorchester Drama  

 Twitter: #@dorchdrama


or phone David Reeve 01305 264458

You may also wish to support us by becoming a ‘Friend of Dorchester Drama’.  You will receive advance notice of our productions plus a free ticket to each one and it only costs £17.50 a year,  Please write to with your name and address and enclosing a cheque made payable to Dorchester Drama.

We would like to thank the following local companies for sponsoring this programme.  
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 Dorchester Drama Presents:   
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Trinity sTORES


41 Trinity Street (opposite Argos)





Independently owned, selling a range of newspapers, magazines, sweets, chocolates, snacks, lunchtime food and groceries





A low-cost corner shop in the heart of the town.





Director’s Thoughts on Gaslight





“Gaslight” is still a popular play amongst drama groups and saw a West End revival in 2007. Most of us will fondly remember Hitchcock’s Oscar wining film version.  Yet the film script lacks some of the intensity and atmosphere of Hamilton’s excellent play, set in the one claustrophobic room in a forbidding four-story London townhouse. 





The play is deceptively layered; at one level it is a fairy tale with a villain, hero and hidden treasure; at a second level it is an effective domestic peril thriller, will the wife escape from her husband? And at a third level it is an eerie psychoanalysis of the dark and dramatic life of the mind.


I hope you enjoy the play.   David Reeve
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27B South Street Dorchester DT1 1BY


TELEPHONE 01305 260750


Email: SALON@SGMHAIR.CO.UK


Website: WWW@SGMHAIR.CO.UK





Gaslight











A Victorian Thriller by Patrick Hamilton











The West Dorset Women’s Refuge aims to provide safe and secure accommodation to women and children fleeing domestic violence.  Their 24 hour advice line is 01305 262444.





There will be a retiring collection after the performance to support their work.  Thank you





Dorchester Drama would like to thank Trinity Stores for selling our tickets and displaying our banner; Dorset Reclaim for the loan of furniture; Paul Lawless for helping with poster design and to Sunninghill School for rehearsal rooms. 
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