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50th Celebratory Year

Spring Production

David Higham ( new member and Director)  held auditions for “A Fly in the Ointment” in January and has cast the play with Mike Roberts, Sam Kelly, Steve Twinn, Fran Sansom, Laura Smith and Sarah Hayes.

Backstage will be delivered by – David Higham Director; David Reeve, Production Manager; Mike Hayes, Stage Manager; Jonathan Reeve, Lighting and Sound and Jane Jones, Continuity.  We also have a front of house team too.

The production dates for 'A Fly in the Ointment', are Thurs 11 to Sat 13 April at the  place with a stage Sunninghill School.

There will be a Bar and a raffle.

There has been an Echo article already. Tickets will be sold through Trinity Store again. Shoetrees has also offered to assist with the selling of tickets in the future if needed. 

Can you spread the word far and wide so we get a good audience.  Don’t forget that if you are a member not involved in Front of House, back stage or on stage then please arrange to get a ticket from Jane at the concessionary rate. 

We are very fortunate at the present to have increasing numbers of people coming forward.  The last 3 plays have starred 24 different actors!!

Summer Production

 The Committee have discussed a number of options for the summer production and a decision has been made to perform “Jeeves in Bloom” adapted by Margaret Raether from stories by PG Wodehouse.  It will be directed by David Reeve.  For those who want to have a look at the script the first part is available by going to www.playscripts.com.  It requires 4 men 2 women and a chef that might possibly be played by a male or female (the script will need to be checked).  Readings and auditions will take place after the spring production. More news soon. 

5o years of Dorchester Drama 

In 1963 there were three amateur drama clubs based in Dorchester which found themselves struggling, so a meeting was called in the November to discuss the possibilities of a merger. Cornhill Players, whose main activities were touring plays around the surrounding villages, decided to continue alone, but Dorchester Theatre Club and The Paramount Players agreed to a merger forming Dorchester Dramatic Society. The name of the society was changed to Dorchester Drama in 2002. 

A detailed history of the club, its productions and triumphs will be promoted in the local media as part of promoting Dorchester Drama's 50th Celebratory year

Early plans for Dorchester Drama 50th

celebration   
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Plans are in early discussion for a celebratory party to precede the last night of the summer production. The idea might include a Pims and barbacue party for past members, guests and audience at the place with a stage Sunninghill School

Watch this space

How all this has been achieved by members

In the previous edition of this Newsletter, David Reeve put in an article entitled - Becoming a Member and why it makes sense!

It is perhaps also worthwhile setting out for all current members and those considering joining Dorchester Drama some of the principles of DD which have allowed the club to develop over the last 50 years and why both membership and the paying of a £20 membership is so important to the club and it's future. First and foremost, membership is about both joining and contributing to something worthwhile, which is able to develop and grow into the future. As stated earlier in the newsletter, we are very fortunate at the present to have increasing numbers of people coming forward.  The last 3 plays have starred 24 different actors!! This however is only possible if the Committee are in a position to encourage involvement and make decisions for the future based on a thriving membership and the small financial commitment they make. Any decision to put on a production has a financial risk which has to be carefully budgeted for.

Also, and as is increasingly the case, a production is not just about the actors as is well demonstrated in the details for  'A Fly in the Ointment'. The overall production team are crucial to the productions success. Over the last few years we have performed some complex plays which have been loved by audiences and to critical acclaim.  Christmas Carol for instance had a cast of 28 and an extremely hard working stage management, musician, lighting and sound crew.  We believe that DD offers just as much enjoyment, satisfaction and opportunities for those who want to contribute to this side of the performance. As with the acting contribution, we are keen to develop this side of the production even more.

Finally, the issue of paid up membership for anyone involved in a production in any capacity is also about liability and insurance.

Your subs are also important to pay for rehearsal room hire, insurance, rent for the store and a myriad of small items; as well as the occasional big purchases such as our new mobile lights and a lighting desk.  So please keep supporting us!!

Skittles Night 

“It’s about time we have another Skittles night” a member said to me so here we are.  I am trying to arrange a Skittles Night but the Colliton Club don’t have any Saturday night’s free at the moment. Hopefully I can organise something soon so watch this space! 
CENTENARY APPEAL
Hi all.  Since it is our 50th anniversary I am at the moment trying to compile an archive of Dorchester Drama.  Whilst we have a good collection of photographs and some programmes and flyers and some treasurer’s accounts going back to the mid 1970s we have very few AGM and committee minutes surviving.  Could you all have a look at the bottom of cupboards or old boxes in the loft to see if you have any copies…from any period.  If any of you know former members could you ask them too please. I am happy to make copies and return them if you want them back.  Again, if anyone has any reviews or programmes I would love to be able to make some copies.  You can get hold of me at Reevefamily4@talktalk.net
See you at A Fly in the Ointment next month!
