DYING FOR A DRINK
Sunninghill Community Hall, Dorchester
AUDIENCES for Dorchester Drama group’s latest production enjoyed not only a murder mystery play but also a very good dinner in the interval during which they were invited to try and solve the crime.
When a threat to murder a rich widow for her money arrives on her doorstep, she invites five people around for a drink, so she can tell them they are all on her suspect list since they all have a valid motive for killing her. 
As the plot unfolds and the fatal event takes place, red herrings are liberally flung around the stage until the murderer is finally revealed in a complex story line that had most of the audience pleasurably confused.
The cast all clearly enjoyed this lively piece of hokum in the style of a vintage Agatha Christie plot as wild accusations flew around, each of the five looking increasingly dodgy as the mystery was revealed until the final denouement .
Emily Taylor is suitably hysterical as the victim’s sister Penny Sillen – get it? – while Ann Ottaway takes command as the retired police office Dan Druff, supported by Laura Smith, Paul Lawless and Sam Kelly with Jess Taylor as the hapless body in the library. Peter Wheeler is an aimable Master of Ceremonies who keeps things in order under the imaginative direction of Vince Jones.
The sell-out production was ample proof of the success for the idea of offering an evening of theatre with a good meal in a sociable setting combined with the chance to get the little grey cells busy working out whodunnit. 
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