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DORCHESTER DRAMA  

Newsletter Autumn
 2012 
Your New Committee
Hello everyone.  It has been a while since we last did a newsletter and thought it about time to give you an update.
Following the August AGM your new committee is David Reeve (chairman); Jane Jones (treasurer), Ann Ottaway (secretary), Nick Heape, Jonny White, Jess Taylor, Sam Kelly and Laura Smith.  A huge thank you to Peter Wheeler, who has stood down after his 5 year stint which included being chairman and treasurer.  Also a thank you to Lee Stroud, who also come off the committee having served 5 years.
Summer production

The summer production of ‘Twelfth Night’ was a huge success at ‘The Place with the Stage’.  An early decision to move it indoors was an inspired for “the rain it raineth everyday”!! It was great to a see a number of former members return to the stage as well as being joined by Alastair and Alex to give us some wonderful live music. A big thank you goes to our director Anne Reeve, who pulled it all together brilliantly.  We received many plaudits from the large audience and our treasurer was happy too as we netted a healthy profit of around £680!! 
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Autumn Production
The autumn production of Patrick Hamilton’s classic Victorian thriller “Gaslight” will be performed at the Corn Exchange; Thursday 8th to Saturday 10th November 7:30pm.  The play marks David Reeve’s directorial debut and the cast consists of Nick Heape, Anne Reeve, Colin Clare, Ann Ottaway and Georgie Willis (with Jonny White, Tom Horsington and Sam Kelly having walk on parts!).
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Tickets are on sale at Trinity Stores and also from the box office 01305 889202 and cost £8 in advance; £9 on the door and £5 for Under 18s and students.  Please let all your family and friends know about the production and keep selling those tickets please!

A special thanks to Ashley at Trinity Stores who not only has agreed to sell the tickets but also for allowing us to put the banner up outside the shop following the Town Council’s decision of banning banners at Maumbury Rings. 
2013 Programme and events
Next year marks our 50th Anniversary so we will be looking to put on a number of events during the year as well as the usual three plays.  We are looking for director’s to fill these three slots.  If any of you fancy directing a play please contact one of the committee members.  We will then need you to come along to a committee meeting with your script, ideas etc.  
If any of you have any ideas of events that you would like to see during the anniversary year please let one of the committee members know. 
Forthcoming social events
· Saturday 8th December Christmas Meal.

Last year it was suggested that we ought to have a Christmas dinner.  The committee have therefore organised a meal at the Colliton Club.  £15 for 2 courses, £18 for three courses
Can you let David know as soon as possible if you wish to attend.  It is open to former members and partners so all are welcome.  If you wish to come please let David Reeve know ASAP on Reevefamily4@talktalk.net .
Becoming a Member and why it makes sense!


There has been a tradition in Dorchester Drama that members don’t pay their annual subscription until they have been cast in a play (so they technically are not members until they have paid).  This of course makes it financially difficult to budget and also complicated in who to invite to events and socials etc.  The new committee have put forward a number of incentives to join up as soon as subs are due (September).  These include:

· A concessionary rate ticket for any production that you are not on stage, backstage or front of house 
· Free entry to evening workshops run by members

· Free entry to social events such as the popular skittles night (though would still have to pay for meal etc if necessary).  The Group also put on fund raisers such as quizzes to help raise funds for a particular production and entry would still be expected from members and non-members alike

· The committee are still looking at other incentives so watch this space!
Anyone wishing to join up before buying their Gaslight ticket then please contact Jane on 01305 889202.  It would be lovely to see you all paying your subscriptions as soon as possible.  Remember it is only £20 a year, cheques made payable to Dorchester Drama and given to Jane. 
November December Wednesday Evenings

The Committee is in the process of organising our Wednesday evening schedule for the remainder of November and December Wednesday evenings.  We expect it to be a mix of workshops and play readings open to all. (£1 for non members for the workshops).  The chairman will send out an email with the programme shortly.

We look forward to seeing you at Gaslight, Wednesday evenings and at the Christmas Party!!

