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DORCHESTER DRAMA  

Newsletter January 2012 
Happy New Year!
Changes to the Committee

As many of you will already know Trevor resigned from the Committee at the end of November and decided to retire from the society.  We will all miss him and wish him all the best for the future.  David Reeve is now our Acting Chairman until the AGM.
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We continue to work for you and are glad to raise any issues on your behalf. Our next meeting is on Wednesday 22nd February so if you want us to discuss anything let one of the committee know.
Spring production

Vince Jones is directing our ‘Dinner Theatre Murder Mystery’ play, entitled ‘Dying for a Drink’, which will be performed at the ‘Trinity Centre’ Hall on Friday 23rd and Saturday 24th March. This is a new departure for Dorchester Drama and promises to be an evening of fun and laughter, with an opportunity to hone your ‘Poirot/Marple’ skills. There will be a two-course meal included in the price of the ticket, as well as prizes for the best and funniest solutions to ‘whodunnit’!  Anne Reeve is the producer and rehearsals are well under way with a largely young cast (apart from old stage hands such as Ann Ottaway and Peter Wheeler)! Tickets (£15 or £12 for under 18s) will be on sale at the end of February. So save one of the dates and encourage friends and family to join you to make up a group of up to eight people.

Future productions

The summer production of ‘Twelfth Night’ directed by Anne Reeve is now to be performed on Thursday 19th, Friday 20th and Saturday 21st July at the ‘Trinity Centre’ Hall. This is a week later than it has been in the past and for all you folk who have experienced the cold and wet elements of the last few years we are now INSIDE. Look out for news of the auditions in the next Newsletter.

‘Gaslight’ is to be our November production and will be performed at The Corn Exchange on Thursday 8th, Friday 9th and Saturday 10th November. 

The ‘Bond’ themed Xmas event

What a successful evening this was! The Colliton Club proved to be an excellent venue for the fun night with a roulette wheel and lots of laughs. A big ‘thank you’ goes to the Reeve family for their original idea and superb organisation of the whole event.
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Workshops in November and December

We have also started to run workshops on Thursday nights (when we don’t have rehearsals) and they have been very well attended.  Many thanks to Lee! To quote Vince: “It was fun, innovative and original; and great to see so many youngsters”; and Anne for running these sessions. 

There will hopefully be more workshops after the spring production.
Forthcoming social events
There will be three quiz nights this year, the first being on Saturday 18 February 7:30pm at the Colliton Club.  David Reeve will be sending out emails and invites on facebook.  This is open to all society members, friends and anyone else we can get!  The money raised will go towards the Spring Production.  
The Committee is in the throes of organising a theatre trip later in the year. News of this will be in the next Newsletter.

A volunteer needed

Would anyone like to represent Dorchester Drama at an annual meeting of the Dorchester Arts Forum – members of which are from local theatre drama groups? This could be to our advantage, in a number of respects, and requires little from the volunteer except to feedback to the Committee.

Hospital Radio

They are keen for Dorchester Drama to record some plays for them. We are starting with some of ‘The Talking Heads’ that we performed back in November and Alan Bennett has given permission for us to perform. This should be the start of an exciting new medium for us all!

And finally… a new feature, which will become a regular item… a profile of one of Dorchester Drama’s members.

An interview with Peter Wheeler

Peter, what was the first play you ever performed in?

Ariel in The Tempest. I was fourteen and it was performed at school. (Photo opposite).

What was your most demanding role?
Bernard in ‘Boeing, Boeing’ I was on stage for the whole play.

What has been your favourite play to perform, to date?

‘A Bedful of Foreigners’ the audience never stopped laughing once! 

Who is your favourite playwright?

Alan Ayckbourn

What would you like to achieve in the theatre?

Produce and direct ‘Jesus Christ Superstar’, (but somehow I don’t think it will happen).

What are your thoughts for Dorchester Drama in the future?

We must strive to increase audience numbers – they are out there – somewhere!

How do you see our future with Hospital Radio?

It is a good opportunity to channel our energy and talent into a different medium.
What have you enjoyed watching on the West End Stage or elsewhere?

The First Nights in the West End of ‘West Side Story’ and ‘My Fair Lady’ – they were moving and unforgettable.

What have you been proud of directing?

My first Rock musical, ‘Leonardo’, with Gordon Waller (of Peter and Gordon fame – for those of you with memories of the 60’s). This show was later transferred to two London theatres. I also directed the first stage production of ‘Cluedo’, the professional version of which has toured the UK on a number of occasions.

What advice would you give to any youngsters embarking on their amateur acting career?

Don’t ever mind rejection at auditions, your turn will come.

Thank you for asking these questions!
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And the Final Finally!
Don’t forget you can find us on our website: www.dorchesterdrama.org.uk; on facebook: search for Dorchester Drama and now you can follow (and contribute to) our twitter feed by going to Twitter #@dorchdrama.  See you there!
