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TREASURE ISLAND
Corn Exchange, Dorchester

HE spirit of
swashbuckling
adventure lives on in
Ken Ludwig’s

dramatised adaptation of Robert

Louis Stevenson’s classic
children’s tale.

Dorchester Drama’s
production, in the premiere
amateur version of the play,
brings energy and enthusiasm
to the action with its sword
fights and multi-layered plot.

- The cast really get into the
excitement of the search for
buried treasure where duplicity
reigns supreme among the crew
of the good ship Hispaniola.

Told in part drama and part
narrative, the leading role of
teenager Jim Hawkins is
excellently portrayed by Lorna
Moss with Trevor Williams as
Long John Silver in a slick
production directed by Anne
Reeve. Musical accompaniment
by the talented multi-
instrumentalists Lucy Allen and
Alex Lyons provides a real
bonus and gives a welcome
added atmosphere to the action
on stage.

A shortage of men for the
many male roles leads to women
playing the parts of pirates and
seamen with mixed results but
the cast cope well in a variety of
roles with Matthew Dale scoring
a hit as the marooned Ben Gunn
and Lee Stroud in full volume as
Billy Bones and Captain
Smollett.

It is much to the group’s credit
that they take on the challenge
of such an ambitious
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AARGH: Long John Silver (Trevor Williams ) and Jim Hawkins
(Lorna Moss ) in Dorchester Drama’s Treasure Island

production at a venue without a
stage and the set and props are
very well managed in such a
difficult setting. The production
continues for the rest of the
week.

B There is also plenty of
fantastic family entertainment
elsewhere in the county this
weekend.

The young stars of WOW are
staging Anything Goes at
Weymouth Pavilion today and
tomorrow.

You can catch this brilliant
musical that is packed with
great songs including You’re the
Tops, I get a Kick Out of You

and, of course, the title track, at.

7.30pm today and tomorrow.
There is also a Saturday
matinee at 2.30pm. Call 01305

783225 for bookings and full
details.

Visiting Grandad, a touching
and funny play exploring the
special relationship between a
grandad and grandson, comes to
Lighthouse in Poole, also today
and tomorrow.

Little Jack reluctantly goes to
stay with Grandad for a whole
afternoon. But when Grandad
reveals that he is not all that he
appears, a whole new adventure
begins. There is more to
Grandad than meets the eye and
he holds a delightful secret that
is not so gloomy after all.

The show is at 11am and 3pm
today and tomorrow and tickets
cost £7. Full details and
bookings from 0844 406 8666.
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