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1 MARK Anthony (Steve Twinn) with Julius Cae-

sar (Peter Wheeler) and Caesar’s wife Calpurni
(Lindsey Maton)

¥ PORTIA (Angie Ramsden) pleads with her hus-
band Brutus (Lee Stroud)

tragedies, depicts the death of one of Rome’s finest
military leaders and the ripples it caused throughout
the city and indeed further afield

However, the original production by Dorchester Drama
Club, held in the fiting surroundings of the Roman Town
House, was staged in modern dress.

Directed by Stephen Twinn, this tale of cynical. self-
serving and manipulative political intrigue is as relevant
in modern day Britain as it was in the Rome of 44BC.
Power, ruthless self-interest, jealousy, revenge, spin, and
clever manipulation of the populace are timeless themes
which have relevance throughout history, and Dorchester
Drama perfectly highlighted the very moden parallels to
these themes.

Julius Caesar was yet another success for Dorchester
Drama Club.

‘With the action taking place not purely on the stage, but
in and around the audience and even inside the Town
House itself, this was amateur theatrics at is very best
Peter Wheeler was impressive as the doomed Caesar, car-
rying the role through with a wonderful air of pomposty.
“Trevor Williams, called in at only three weeks notice to
take over the part of Cassius, one of the main characters.
was absolutely superb. He is so versatile he makes each

Juuus Caesar, the first of Shakespeare’s great

 PRAETOR Cinna (John Ramsden) regales the fate
of Caesar with senators Brutus (Trevor Williams) and
Caska (Ann Ottaway)

By Anita Harries

role his own and has the ability to keep the audience
hanging on his every word.

Lee Stroud was at her very best as co-conspirator
Brutus, another wonderful actor with a powerful voice
and a stage presence second 10 none.

There were so many great performances from Steve
Twinn himself portraying Mark Anthony. and David
Reeve taking on four characters including that of Oc-
tavius Caesar, to the brilliantly drunken behaviour of
James Cuthill as a drink sodden cobbler complete with
baseball cap and can of lager.

Matthew Dale popped up here and there, first as a
senator and finally as two very different soldiers, one
with a moustache and one without. Exeryone took to
the stage and put in the kind of first class performance
we have come to expect of Dorchester Drama.

Roman Town House takes centre stage

Everything about Julius Caesar was very. very good,
from the interesting choice of music to the incredible
thunderstorm and the eerie apparition which mysteri-
ously appeared from & comer of the Town House.

‘There was also a very clever, and very striking, use
of the Michael Ball song “Empty Chairs and Empty Ta-
bles”, weaving its words prophetically into the final
days of Brutus.

As night, and the rain, began to fall, the play reached
its dramatic climax. The body of Julius Caesar was
wheeled on in a real coffin, Mark Anthony made his
rousing speech, and the deaths of Brutus and Cassius
provided a fitting end to a first class performance. And
nobody moved until the final words were spoken. This
was a superb evening

‘The drama club’s next performance will be A Christ-
mas Carol by Charles Dickens at the Corn Exchange
from 11th ~ 13th November 2010,

W PLOTTING together Brutus (Lee Stroud) and
Cassius (Trevor Williams)

M THE spoils of war went to Mark Anthony (Steve
Twinn) and Octavius Caesar (David Reeve)
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